
Political

All Quiet on the Western Front-Erich Maria Remarque

Five German students are drafted into World War I.
Andersonville-MacKinlay Kantor
A senile general administering Andersonville Prison in Georgia during the Civil

War allows many Union soldiers to suffer from exposure, disease, and starvation.
Animal Farm-George Orwell.
A satire on totalitarianism in which farm animals overthrow their human owner and set up their own government.
Areopagitica-John Milton
Milton's concepts are ones which do not mirror those of the modern world, and his justification for the freedom of the press is God's Will. All of the defenses he gives are predicated on a strongly theological account. Milton's own fixed theological views do not obstruct the true goal of Areopagitica, or the natural progression that stemmed from its interpretation: to allow freedom of speech in written form.
Black Boy-Richard Wright

(1945) is an autobiography by Richard Wright. The author explores his childhood and race relations in the South. Wright eventually moves to Chicago, where he establishes his writing career and becomes involved with the Communist Party.
Burger’s Daughter-Nadine Gordimer


In South Africa, where Blacks and whites are caught in the winds of change, a young woman tries to uphold the radical heritage she received from her martyred parents while carving out a sense of self.
Decent Interval-Frank Snepp

An Insider's Account of Saigon's Indecent End Told by the Cia's Chief Strategy Analyst in Vietnam.
Doctor Zhivago-Boris Pasternak

Epic novel of post-revolutionary Russia focuses on the torments and dreams of a doctor-poet who attempts to avoid the struggles of his turbulent era.
I Am the Cheese-Robert Cormier

A young boy desperately tries to unlock his past yet knows he must hide those memories if he is to remain alive.
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse-Peter Matthiessen

Documentary of the Dakota Indian chief Crazy Horse.
Johnny Got His Gun-Dalton Trumbo

The powerful story of a young boy and his tragic fate in World War I makes a terrifying statement on the horrors of war and a compelling plea for peace.
Manifesto of the Communist Party-Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles

It presents an analytical approach to the  class struggle (historical and present) and the problems of capitalism, rather than a prediction of communism's potential future forms
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

A vivid and suggestive picture of the political conditions in the Italy of the Renaissance 

The Rights of Man-Thomas Paine

posits that popular political revolution is permissible when a government does not safeguard its people, their natural rights, and their national interests. It defends the French Revolution against Edmund Burke’s attack in Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790).
Spycatcher-Peter Wright


Spycatcher details the author’s work seeking to discover a Soviet mole in MI5, and that the said mole was Roger Hollis — a former MI5 Director General; it also describes people who might have or might not have been the mole; and renders a history of MI5 by chronicling its principal officers, from the 1930s to his time in service.

Moreover, Spycatcher tells of the MI6 plot to assassinate President Nasser during the Suez Crisis; of joint MI5-CIA plotting against left-wing British Prime Minister Harold Wilson (secretly accused of being a KGB agent by the Soviet defector Anatoliy Golitsyn); and of MI5’s eavesdropping on high-level Commonwealth conferences.

Wright examines the techniques of intelligence services, exposes their ethics (speculative until that time), notably their 11th Commandment: Thou shalt not get caught, and explains many MI5 electronic technologies (some of which he developed), for instance allowing clever spying into rooms, and identifying the frequency that a superhet receiver is tuned to. In the afterword, he states that writing Spycatcher was motivated principally to recuperate pension income lost when the British government ruled his pension un-transferable for earlier work in GCHQ, a ruling that severely reduced his pension.

The Ugly American-William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick
The Ugly American begins in the fictional Southeast Asian country of Sarkhan, in the office of U.S. ambassador Louis Sears. Sears is upset because a hostile cartoon of him has appeared in the local newspaper.

Meanwhile an American named John Colvin is recovering in the hospital after being beaten up. Colvin has been trying to help the Sarkhanese learn how to use milk and its by-products, and he set up a milk-distribution center outside the capital city, Haidho. But he is betrayed by an old friend named Deong who has turned communist. Deong tells a group of Sarkhanese women that Colvin is trying to put a drug in the milk that would enable him to take advantage of Sarkhanese girls. Colvin denies it, but the women beat him. He is left unconscious on the steps of the U.S. Embassy.

The ambassador complains about the cartoon to Prince Ngong, the head of the Sarkhanese government. Ngong fears that a large U.S. loan may be in jeopardy and instructs the newspaper to print a flattering cartoon and editorial about Sears.

The second story introduces Ambassador Sears's Russian counterpart, Louis Krupitzyn. Unlike Sears, Krupitzyn has had long preparation for his position. He can read and write Sarkhanese and understands Sarkhanese culture. He is also cunning. During a famine, the Americans send 14,000 tons of rice. However, Krupitzyn arranges for every bag of American rice to have stenciled on it in Sarkhanese that it is a gift from Russia. The Americans protest, but the Sarkhanese continue to believe the Russians were their benefactors.

The next character to be introduced is Father Finian, a Catholic priest from Boston who has been assigned to Burma. A fierce anti-communist, Finian recruits nine local Catholics who also want to fight communism. They publish a small anti-communist newspaper and then trick a Russian expert by secretly recording and then broadcasting disparaging things he has said about the local peasants. It then becomes clear to the local people that the Russians do not have their best interests at heart.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin-Harriet Beecher Stowe

Uncle Tom's master sells him, separating him from his wife, and he becomes attached to the gentle daughter of his new owner, but after her death, he is sold to the evil Simon Legree.
Religious
The Age of Reason-Thomas Paine

In The Age of Reason Paine declared that he did not believe in any religion and that all religions are institutions established for the enslavement of mankind. Paine went on to strongly criticize the Bible and document many fallacies in the Bible, as well as giving an excellent account of how the Christian religion developed from its early pagan roots, an analysis which still holds weight to this very day. Paine denied the truth of the story of Christ's birth and of his resurrection.
Bloudy Tenent of Persecution-Roger Williams
for the Cause of Conscience, Discussed in a Conference Between Truth and Peace. (London, 1644). This book discusses Williams's arguments opposing persecution against conscience.
Children of the Alley-Naguib Mahfouz

The story of an Egyptian family mirrors the spiritual history of humankind as a feudal lord disowns one son for diabolical pride and puts another son to the ultimate test.
The Guide of the Perplexed-Moses Maimonides

a book written to prove the existence of god.

Harry Potter Series-J.K. Rowling

A series of books about an orphan boy named Harry Potter born into a magical world with witchcraft and wizardry hidden in the midst of reality. Harry potter manages to find himself in some wild adventures in each year of school.

The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab world-Nawal El Saadawi

Book about the women in Middle Eastern countries.
Infallible? An Inquiry-Hans Kung

In the book the controversial Swiss theologian Hans Kung investigates the problems of dogmatic infallibility in the Catholic Church.
The Last Temptation of Christ-Nikos Kazantzakis

Jesus lives and works in Nazareth where, as any man might, he asserts his beliefs.
Ninety-Five Thesis-Martin Luther

Luther's Ninety-Five Theses centers on agreements within the Catholic Church regarding baptism and absolution. Significantly, the Theses offer a view on the validity of indulgences (remissions of temporal punishment due for sins which have already been forgiven). They also view with great cynicism the practice of indulgences being sold, and thus the penance for sin representing a financial transaction rather than genuine contrition. Luther's theses argued that the sale of indulgences was a gross violation of the original intention of confession and penance, and that Christians were being falsely told that they could find absolution through the purchase of indulgences.
Oliver Twist-Charles Dickens

A graphic novel version of the classic, set in Victorian England, in which a poor orphan is forced into the workhouse at age eight and runs away to become a thief and has a series of misadventures before discovering his true identity.
On the Infinite Universe and Worlds-Giordano Bruno


His cosmological theories went beyond the Copernican model in identifying the sun as just one of an infinite number of independently moving heavenly bodies: he is the first man to have conceptualized the universe as a continuum where the stars we see at night are identical in nature to the Sun.
On the Origin of Species-Charles Darwin
A book documenting different species of animals throughout the world.

The Red and the Black-Robert Stendhal


An extensively revised "Backgrounds and Contexts" section provides geographical and political insights into mid-nineteenth century France and places the novel in the context of contemporary authors and works. 
Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone-Immanuel Kant


Constitutes one of the great spiritual movements of modern Europe.
The Satanic Verses-Salman Rushdie


 Gibreel Farishta, India's legendary movie star, and Saladin Chamcha, the man of a thousand voices, fall earthward from a bombed jet toward the sea, singing rival verses in an eternal wrestling match between good and evil.

Shame-Tasalima Nasarina

The Sorrows of Young Werther-Johann Wofgang von Goethe

Sexual
An American Tragedy-Theodore Dreiser

The author's classic vision of the dark side of American life looks at the failings of the American dream, in the story of the rise and fall of Clyde Griffiths, who sacrifices everything in his desperate quest for success.

The Arabian Nights or The Thousand and One Nights-Sir Richard Burton


Presents the classic stories as told by the beautiful queen, Shahrazad, as she staves off execution by relating a series of gripping, wonderful tales.
The Bluest Eye-Toni Morrison


Eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove, an African-American girl in an America whose love for blonde, blue-eyed children can devastate all others, prays for her eyes to turn blue, so that she will be beautiful, people will notice her, and her world will be different.

The Confessions-Jean-Jacques Rousseau

The Decameron-Giovanni Boccaccio


Set against the backdrop of the fourteenth-century Black Death, an anthology of one hundred interlinked tales presents a variety of works recounted by the citizens of Florence--nobles, knights, abbots, nuns, doctors, philosophers, students, peasants, pilgrims, thieves, and others--who have fled the city to escape the plague.
Forever-Judy Blume

Forever Amber-Kathleen Winsor

The Group-Mary McCarthy

Jude the Obscure-Thomas Hardy

Lady Chatterley’s Lover-D.H. Lawrence


Trapped in her sexless marriage to the invalid Sir Clifford, Constance Chatterley seeks a release in a passionate love affair with her husband's gamekeeper, in an unexpurgated edition of the controversial novel. Reissue.

Lolita-Vladimir Nabokov


A novel that studies the moral disintegration of a man whose obsessive desire to possess his step-daughter destroys the lives of those around him.

Madame Bovary-Gustave Flaubert


Emma Bovary becomes bored with her life and embarks on an affair.

Memoirs of Hecate County-Edmund Wilson


The long-suppressed memoir of sexual fantasy in a small town explores the quiet suburban world where sexual desire is in the air, focusing on the humorous story of a man caught up in several love affairs at once. 

Moll Flanders-Daniel Defoe


Moll Flanders marries five times and plies the trades of thief and harlot before becoming penitent.

Peyton Place-Grace Metalious


Dramatizes the lives, problems, and failings of the people of a small New England town.

Rabbit, Run-John Updike


Tired of the responsibility of married life, Harry Angstrom leaves his wife and home.

Sanctuary-William Faulkner


The story of Thomas Sutpen, an enigmatic stranger who came to Jefferson in the early 1830s to wrest his mansion out of the muddy bottoms of the north Mississippi wilderness. He was a man, Faulkner said, "who wanted sons and the sons destroyed him."
Tropic of Cancer-Henry Miller


Presents the original 1934 text, which was banned in the United States until 1961, and follows the author's often scathing prose, punctuated with graphic sexual observations, in which he criticizes moral hypocrisy and conformist behaviors.
Tropic of Capricorn-Henry Miller

Presents Miller's controversial work candidly depicting the life of an American expatriate in Paris, following the narrator from the ethnic neighborhoods of New York City through a series of sexual adventures to Europe in the 1920s.
Ulysses-James Joyce

Women in Love-D.H. Lawrence

Social
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

The book is noted for its colorful description of people and places along the Mississippi River. Satirizing a Southern antebellum society that was already out of date by the time the work was published, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is an often scathing look at entrenched attitudes, particularly racism. The drifting journey of Huck and his friend Jim, a runaway slave, down the Mississippi River on their raft may be one of the most enduring images of escape and freedom in all of American literature. 

Annie on My Mind by Nancy Garden
Liza Winthrop first meets Annie Kenyon at the Metropolitan Museum of Art on a rainy day. The two become fast friends, although they come from different backgrounds. Liza is the student body president at her private school, Foster Academy, where she is studying hard to get into MIT and become an architect. She lives with her parents and younger brother in the upscale neighborhood of Brooklyn Heights where most of the residents are professionals. 

Another Country by James Baldwin
The first fifth of Another Country tells of the downfall of jazz drummer Rufus Scott. Rufus begins a relationship with Leona, a white woman from the South and introduces her to his friends, including the struggling novelist Vivaldo, his more successful mentor Richard and Richard’s wife Cass. Although the relationship is initially frivolous, it becomes serious and the two leave town for several weeks. Rufus is abusive towards Leona and she is eventually committed to a mental hospital and Rufus returns to Harlem in a deep depression. He commits suicide by jumping off the George Washington Bridge. 

Appointment in Samarra by John O’Hara
The novel describes how, over the course of three days, Julian English destroys himself with a series of impulsive acts, culminating in suicide. O'Hara never gives any obvious cause or explanation for his behavior, which is apparently predestined by his character. 

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is the traditional name for the unfinished record of his own life written by Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790; however, Franklin himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs. Although it had a tortuous publication history after Franklin's death, this work has become one of the most famous and influential examples of autobiography ever written. 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
Esther Greenwood, a young woman from the suburbs of Boston, Massachusetts, gains a summer internship at a prominent magazine in New York City under editor Jay Cee. At the time of the Rosenbergs' execution, Esther is neither stimulated nor excited by the big city and glamorous culture and lifestyle girls her age are expected to idolize and emulate. Instead her experiences frighten and disorient her. She appreciates the hedonism of her friend Doreen, but also identifies with the piety of Betsy (dubbed "Pollyanna Cowgirl" by Doreen, because she's from Kansas), a 'goody-goody' sorority girl who always does the right thing. 

Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin
John Howard Griffin, the author and main character of Black Like Me, is a middle-aged white man living in Mansfield, Texas in 1959. Deeply committed to the cause of racial justice and frustrated by his inability as a white man to understand the black experience, Griffin decides to take a radical step: he decides to undergo medical treatment to change the color of his skin and temporarily become a black man. 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Set in the London of AD 2540 (632 A.F. in the book), the novel anticipates developments in reproductive technology and sleep-learning that combine to change society. The future society is an embodiment of the ideals that form the basis of futurism. 

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The novel follows Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 bombardier, and a number of other characters. Most events occur while the airmen of the fictional Fighting 256th (or "two to the fighting eighth power") Squadron are based on the island of Pianosa, in the Mediterranean Sea west of Italy. 

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess
The title is taken from an old Cockney expression, "as queer as a clockwork orange"¹, and alludes to the prevention of the main character's exercise of his free will through the use of a classical conditioning technique. With this technique, the subject’s emotional responses to violence are systematically paired with a negative stimulation in the form of nausea caused by an emetic medicine administered just before the presentation of films depicting "ultra-violent" situations. 

Go Ask Alice by Anonymous
Go Ask Alice is a controversial 1971 book about the life of a troubled teenage girl. The book purports to be the actual diary of an anonymous teenage girl who died of a drug overdose in the late 1960s and is therefore presented as a testimony against drug use. Alice is not the protagonist's name; the actual diarist's name is never given in the book. A girl named Alice is mentioned briefly in one entry during the diarist's stay in Coos Bay,Oregon; she is a fellow addict the diarist meets on the street. Despite this, some commentators refer to the diarist as "Alice" in error or for the sake of convenience. 

Howl and Other Poems by Allen Ginsberg
"Howl" was originally written as a performance piece, but it was later published by poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti of City Lights Books. The poem was originally considered to be obscene, and Ferlinghetti was arrested and charged with its publication. On October 3, 1957 Judge Clayton W. Horn ruled that the poem was not obscene, and "Howl" went on to become the most popular poem of the Beat Generation. 

Last Exit to Brooklyn by Hubert Selby Jr.
Last Exit to Brooklyn is a 1964 novel by American author Hubert Selby, Jr. The novel has become a cult classic because of its harsh, uncompromising look at lower class Brooklyn in the 1950s and for its brusque, everyman style of prose. 

Manchild in the Promised Land by Claude Brown
Claude Brown begins Manchild in the Promised Land with himself (Sonny) at the age of thirteen, shot on the streets of Harlem for stealing sheets from a clothesline. The autobiography then retraces Brown’s life from the age of eight up to the shooting and goes on to chronicle his stays in the Warwick Reform School and his eventual escape from the street life of Harlem. 

Naked Lunch by William S. Burroughs 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
It is set in an Oregon asylum, and serves as a study of the institutional process and the human mind. 

Miscellaneous

A Feast for Seaweeds by Haidar Haidar 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
It tells the story of a girl named Alice who falls down a rabbit hole into a fantasy world populated by peculiar and anthropomorphic creatures. The tale is filled with allusions to Dodgson's friends. The tale plays with logic in ways that have given the story lasting popularity with adults as well as children. It is considered to be one of the most characteristic examples of the "literary nonsense" genre, and its narrative course and structure have been enormously influential, especially in the fantasy genre. 

American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis
The story is told in the first person by fictitious serial killer and Manhattan businessman Patrick Bateman. The graphic violence and sexual content generated much controversy before and since publication. 

A Spoon on Earth by Hyeon Gi-yeong 
Borstal Boy by Brendan Behan
In 1939, at the age of sixteen, two days after having crossed the border from Ireland into England, Brendan Behan was arrested in Liverpool for possession of explosives, which he intended to use in helping to implement the plant-bombing campaign of the IRA; he had been a volunteer in the Second Battalion, Dublin Brigade, of the IRA for the previous three years. Borstal Boy is Behan’s forthright account of his life as a teenage inmate or Young Prisoner ( YP) in the English penal system. 

Candide by Voltaire
Candide lives a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or simply optimism) by his mentor, Pangloss. The novella retells the story of his fortunate beginnings, followed by Candide's coming of age. Innocent Candide experiences obstacles of great scale as he ventures into the world. The book ends with Candide believing another enigmatic precept, "we must cultivate our garden." 

The DaVinci Code by Dan Brown
It follows symbologist Robert Langdon and Sophie Neveu as the investigate a murder in Paris’s Louvre Museum and discovers a battle between the Priory of Sion and Opus Dei over the possibility of Jesus Christ of Nazareth having been married to and fathering a child with Mary Magdalene. The title of  the novel refers to, among other things, the fact that the murder victim is found in the Denon Wing of the Louvre, naked and posed like Leonardo da Vinci’s famous drawing, the Vitruvian Man, with a cryptic message written beside his body and a pentacle drawn on his stomach in his own blood. 

The Federal Mafia by Irwin Schiff 

The Fugitive (Perburuan) by Pramoedya Ananta Toer
Written while Pramoedya Ananta Toer was imprisoned by the Dutch for his role in the Indonesian revolution after World War II, The Fugitive was his first major novel and the first to be published in the United States. Set during the final days of World War II, The Fugitive tells the harrowing story of a young platoon leader who has led a failed nationalist revolt against Japanese forces occupying Indonesia. Betrayed by a co-conspirator and forced to disguise himself as a beggar, he sets out to find his fiancé, while eluding the military forces who will kill him if they capture him. Combining acute political and social criticism with a gripping, deeply moving narrative, this timeless story of a soldier's return home will haunt the memories of all who read it. 

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
It is a story about the childhood experiences of a pair of fraternal twins who become victims of circumstance. The book is a description of how the small things in life build up, translate into people's behavior and affect their lives. The book won the Booker Prize in 1997. 

Islam-A Concept of Political World Invasion by R.V. Bhasin 

July’s People by Nadine Gordimer
The novel is set during a fictional civil war in which black South Africans have violently overturned the system of apartheid. The story follows the Smales, a liberal White South African family who were forced to flee Johannesburg to the native village of their black servant, July 

Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence
The book soon became notorious for its story of the physical relationship between a working-class man and an aristocratic woman, its explicit descriptions of sex, and its use of (at the time) unprintable words. 

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert
The story focuses on a doctor's wife, Emma Bovary, who has adulterous affairs and lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and emptiness of provincial life. Though the basic plot is rather simple, even archetypal, the novel's true art lies in its details and hidden patterns 

Mein Kampf by Adolf Hitler
Mein Kampf, in English: My Struggle, is a book by Adolf Hitler. It combines elements of autobiography with an exposition of Hitler's political ideology. 

Not Without My Daughter by Betty Mahmoody
This is a true story with real characters and events. Some names and identifying details have been disguised to protect them from arrest and execution from the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

One Day of Life by Manilo Argueta
The narrative thread recounts one day in the life of a middle-aged peasant woman, from 5:00 a.m., when she arises at dawn, until 5:00 p.m., when she lights the candles as darkness closes in. The chapters divide the day’s segments as she goes about her routine activities of cooking, child care, house and garden work, and musing about the people and events that have shaped and informed her life. 

Rangila Rasul by Pt. Chamupati 

The Turner Diaries by William Luther Pierce
The novel depicts a violent racist revolutionary struggle in the United States that escalates into global genocide, leading to the extermination of all Jews and non-whites. 

Year 501: The Conquest Continues by Noam Chomsky
Noting that the current period has much in common with the Colombian Age of Imperialism, during which Western Europe conquered most of the world, Chomsky focuses on various historical moments in this march of imperial power, up to and including the current axis where the U.S., and Germany, and Japan share world economic control with the U.S. reveling in a monopoly of military night.

