Poetry Project 

Purpose: Poets have to understand the rules and elements of poetry before they can break the rules and really explore multiple poetic elements.  The more poetry you read and the more styles you explore, the better poet you will become; also, you will begin to appreciate the subtlety and complexity of poetry.  

Task: Explicate poems from a contemporary/slam poet and classical poet.  Follow the guidelines listed on the second page.

Notes: This does not have to be typed.  You may complete the task in the same outline form that is listed on the second page.  Please use the list below to help you express yourself.
Use these words when explaining your poems 

  

dramatizes        presents            illustrates          characterizes                 asserts 

posits               enacts               connects           contrasts                       juxtaposes 

suggests            implies              accentuates       enables                         portrays 
shows               underlines         addresses         emphasizes                   stresses 

Poetry Explication Guidelines 
I.                   Introduction 

a.      (Include such items as what is the poem title, who is the author, who is the speaker and where did you get your copy? What is the theme and subject of the poem?) 

b.  Repeat

II.                The poem 

a.      (Is it a lyric poem? Is it an ode, haiku, sonnet or some other form you can identify?)   Does the poem create an image with it’s structure or words.

b.  Repeat
III.             Paraphrases of lines/stanzas (Break the poem into chuncks and translate what each section means)


IV.              Traits and examples/explanations 

a.      (This is where you discuss alliteration, allusion, metaphor, rhythm, rhyme, etc organize this part in a way that best fits your content. For instance, you might want to discuss the sound traits first, then go on to the figurative traits such as personification, symbol, metaphor, etc.) 

b.  Repeat

V.                 Theme 

a.      (Propose what the theme is and support/defend your interpretation. The object is to show that you have reached a reasonable conclusion. How do you know? What evidence supports your interpretation?) 

b.  Repeat

VI.              Evaluation 

a. (Make judgments about the poem. SUGGESTIONS/EXAMPLES: How well did the author do at making his/her point or creating an intended mood or other impact? Which elements were the strongest or weakest and why? Were some images or metaphors particularly interesting or effective and why? Did the rhyme scheme contribute to the poem or distract? Etc., etc., etc.) 

b. Repeat

VII.           Personal reactions 

a. (SUGGESTIONS/EXAMPLES: What did you like or not like and why? How did you feel after reading the poem? Did it give you a new perspective or was it trite and why? Did it relate to you, or was it so foreign an idea that it did not seem to pertain to you, and why?) 

b. Repeat

VIII. Compare and Contrast

a. In one paragraph, compare and contrast the style, structure, themes, traits, etc. of the two poems.  Also, compare and contrast the lives of the two poets that you are studying.
  

